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PRESS RELEASE

Dear Friends,

On 24 October 2025, 19 people died alive by burning in a private travels bus
accident in Andhra Pradesh. Our federation pays tribute to the memory of those
who lost their lives in the accident. We demand proper compensation for the
victims and appropriate punishment for those responsible for the accident.

What is the cause of the accident? Who are the culprits?

The Vemuri Kaberi Travels bus involved in the accident on 24 October was
registered in Daman and Diu, had a fitness certificate from Odisha, but operated
between Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

In the last hours of the night on 24 October 2025, a dreadful accident occurred
near Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh, where 19 passengers were burned alive.
Preliminary information indicates that the root cause is the illegal activities of
profit-driven private operators and government failure.

Such accidents have happened before.On 15 October 2025, a private bus caught
fire near Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, resulting in 21 deaths.

Two years ago, a bus fire in Maharashtra caused 25 passengers to be burned
alive.

In 2014, 45 people died in a fire on Jabbar Travels’ bus in Telangana.

These are only a few examples. We express deep condolences to all and
sympathize with their families.

Root cause of the accident:

In 2021, the Government of India introduced the “National Permit Scheme,”
under which any private operator can pay a permit tax of %3,00,000 and pay



motor vehicle tax according to the state of registration, allowing passenger
transportation from any place to any place in the country.

(1) The bus can start its journey from any location and go anywhere.

(2) It is allowed to stop on the way to pick up and drop off passengers like state
transport stage carriages.

These two provisions fall under the “National Permit Scheme,” introduced after
the 2019 amendment to the Motor Vehicle Act. As a result, many private bus
operators register their buses in states with lower taxes but operate freely in
more profitable states. This practically puts them beyond the control or
supervision of any state.

This accident is the result of government policy decisions that weaken state road
transport corporations (RTCs), encourage privatization, and endanger passengers’
lives for the illegal and excessive profits of private bus owners.

Therefore, it is imperative to immediately repeal the adverse provisions of the
“National Permit Scheme” and the Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Act 2019, and
strengthen and expand state transport organizations.

Our federation demands the abolition of the National Permit Scheme practice,
proper fitness inspections of private buses, and encouragement and
strengthening of state transport.

With Regards,
Fhoon ShO-
Jiban Saha
General Secretary



